210 


Bibliographical Notices. 


[Jan. 


5. Remarks on the preceding paper. By M. Brown-Sequard. 

6. On the Suspension of the Radial Pulse by Forced Extension of the Am. 

By M. Verneuil. • 

7. On the Association of Inspiratory Efforts with a diminution or arrest of the 
Movements of the Heart. By M. Brown-Sequard. 

8. On the Occlusion of the Superior Orifice of the Larynx and Pharynx during 
Inspiratory and Expiratory Efforts. By M. E. Smith. (With two figures.) 

9. Researches relative to the Physiology and Pathology of the Annular Pro¬ 
tuberance. By M. Brown-Sequard. 

10. On the Origin of Sugar in the Chyle. By M. S. Colin. 

11. Experimental Researches relative to the possibility of the passage, through 
the Nervous Centres, of Electro-Magnetic Currents applied to the Skin of Man. 
By M. F. Bonnefin. 

12. On the Formation of Glucose in the Animal Economy. (Report made to 
the Academy of Medicine.) By M. Poggiale. 

All these articles exhibit ability in the authors, and several of them are of a 
highly important character. We may cite, for instance, the memoir on hybridity, 
by M. Broca, and that of M. Colin “On the Origin of Sugar in the Chyle,” as 
being of much interest, and as specially deserving of consideration. 

Dr. Isaac’s valuable memoir on the kidney is translated entire, and illustrated 
with the original drawings of the author, and the labours of several other 
American writers are noticed appropriately. W. A. H. 


Art. XXIX. — The Science and Art of Surgery: being a Treatise on Surgical 
Injuries, Diseases, and Operations. By John Erichsen, Professor of Surgery 
and of Clinical Surgery in University College, and Surgeon to University Col¬ 
lege Hospital. Second edition, enlarged and carefully revised. Illustrated by 
400 engravings on wood. London: Walton & Maberly, 1857. 8vo. pp. 1040. 

As a general text-book on surgery there is perhaps no work which justly occu¬ 
pies so high a position as the treatise of Mr. Erichsen. That this is the case 
lias been most amply proven by the rapidity with which the first edition, both 
English and American, has been exhausted. In the preface to the new edition we 
are informed by the author that he has spared no pains in revising his original 
work, that much of it has been entirely rewritten, and that he has endeavoured to 
render the additions which he now makes of an essentially practical character. 
In this effort Mr. Erichsen has most happily succeeded; many of the subjects 
which were previously somewhat meagre in description, having in the new edi¬ 
tion been faithfully described. The general arrangement, however, of the volume 
is the same, although the groat amount of fresh matter interspersed throughout 
gives it almost the character of a different book. 

In the recent issue we observe that the author has devoted several pages to the 
subject of the administration of anmsthetic agents, a topic which, fraught with 
such vital interest to the surgeon, is too frequently most summarily dismissed by 
the various writers on surgery. The present volume is also enriched by the intro¬ 
duction of numerous cuts, so that it may now be considered as being fairly illus¬ 
trated ; in this respect presenting a very great superiority over the work as ori¬ 
ginally presented. The index also exhibits marks of great improvement, being 
copious. The first appearance of Mr. Erichsen’s publication did much to en¬ 
hance the reputation, already great, of its distinguished author amongst his bre¬ 
thren on this side of the Atlantic. That this reputation will not now suffer, we 
are well convinced, from a careful perusal of the pages of the second edition. 
As a comprehensive treatise on surgery, Mr. Erichsen’s is undoubtedly the 
favourite in this country, and we feel assured that its speedy reissue will be 
again most heartily welcomed. J. H. B. 
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Aet. XXX. — Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Physic, delivered at 
King’s College, London. By Thomas Watson, M. D., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, late Physician to the Middlesex Hospital, etc. A new 
American, from the last revised and enlarged English edition. With addi¬ 
tions, by D. Francis Condie, M. D., Fellow of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, etc. etc. With one hundred and eighty-five illustrations on 
wood. 8vo. pp. 1224. Blanchard & Lea: Philadelphia, 1858. 

It may be confidently asserted that no work on the Practice of Physic has 
ever received more universal commendation than has that of Dr. Watson. The 
author possesses the happy faculty of giving to the dry relation of pathological 
facts, and the uninteresting details of therapeutical appliances, not simply clear¬ 
ness and exactness, but actually attractiveness. His style, which is plain, simple, 
almost conversational, is, at the same times, graceful, accurate, and forcible, 
and all his teachings clear, full, and precise. His lectures possess a fascination 
of manner which is to be met with in the purely practical writings of no other 
physician of modern times, with an extent and copiousness of scope, and an 
accuracy and completeness in the handling of the several subjects embraced in 
them which has heretofore been scarcely attained. 

Borrowing without stint from the vast fund of medical knowledge accumulated 
by the joint labours of the physicians, as well of former years as of the present 
day; testing the value of every assumed fact—old or new—by the well-established 
principles of general pathology and therapeutics, and the result of his own clinical 
observations, the teachings of Dr. Watson have a copiousness, accuracy, and 
earnestness, which cannot fail to convey to the mind of the student, with the 
desired truthfulness and vividness, the knowledge they are intended to teach; to 
inculcate those principles in medicine which have received the sanction of the 
best minds in the profession, and those plans of treatment which come to us 
indorsed by the experience of the most successful practitioners of the healing art. 

The work is an eminently practical one. in the proper acceptation of the term. 
The great object of the author is, on the one hand, to teach his readers how T to 
know, distinguish, and judge disease, and, on the other, how best to treat it, in 
order to abate the suffering and insure the safety, as far as possible, of the 
patient. To this end, physiology, pathology, histology, and organic chemistry 
are called in, whenever their aid is available, to explain, correct, and embody 
the facts derived from simple observation—to enlighten, in other words, the 
teachings of empiricism. Dr. Watson is, however, no theorist; neither does he 
allow himself to be led astray by the results of hasty observations, or too rapid 
conclusions from badly established premises or imperfectly observed facts. He 
is wary of all novelties, and treats with proper contempt high-sounding terms, 
which have a semblance of knowledge without the substance; but, at the same 
time, he is a firm believer in the progress that medicine has already made, and 
which it must still continue to make. 

The lectures of Dr. Watson, as they appear in the edition before ns, present 
a full and faithful exposition of the actual state of the theory and practice of 
medicine, with all the improvements it has of late years received from the physi¬ 
cians of almost every portion of the civilized world. They are generally con¬ 
ceded to be, at once, the most complete and practical treatise of physic extant; 
the best adapted to the wants of the student, from their exactness, clearness 
and simplicity, and to those of the practitioner from their copiousness and 
accuracy. 

In the present edition, the w r ork has undergone a thorough revision; every¬ 
thing of value which has been recently added to our store of knowledge in the 
various departments of medical science, will be found incorporated in it, whether 
in reference to the etiology, pathology, and treatment of the different forms of 
continued fever; the physiology and pathology of the spinal cord; the recent 
researches on fatty degeneration of the heart and other organs; cardiac coagula, 
and the occlusion of arteries by travelling cardiac vegetations ; affections of the 
supra-renal capsules; the influence upon the endo and pericardium of injections 
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of lactic acid into the cavity of the peritoneum; diseases of the stomach, and on 
the actual value and proper employment of bloodletting- as a remedy in inflam¬ 
mation ; embracing an exposition of the views, experiments, and observations of 
Drs. Jenner, Brown-Sequard, Todd and Gull, Quain, Garrod, Kirkes, Brinton, 
Addison, and Richardson, Mr. Lochart Clarke, and a host of others, who, of late 
years, have perfected and enlarged almost everything in relation to medicine, 
both as a science and an art. 

So copious have been the additions made by the author in the present edition, 
that the work is extended over two hundred pages, “ notwithstanding a very 
considerable enlargement in the page.” 

It might be supposed that to a work, like that of Dr. Watson, of which the 
accuracy and fulness are so universally confessed, no opening would be found 
for any additions or annotations on the part of the American editor. Neverthe¬ 
less Dr. Oondie has, by a judicious exercise of his editorial functions, succeeded 
in increasing the interest and value of these lectures generally, but more espe¬ 
cially to the American student and practitioner. His annotations are mostly 
just, and his additions pertinent and well drawn up. Independently of the 
proper textual additions, he has also augmented considerably the number of 
illustrations beyond those of the latest London edition, and thus considerably 
increased its attractiveness, which, in itself, is a merit of no small importance, 
as tending to a wider diffusion of its valuable teachings. 

In its present form, the work is not only a valuable, but an indispensable, addi¬ 
tion to the library of every physician; so that the members of the profession owe 
many thanks to the American publishers, for offering it to them in so attractive 
a form, as respects paper, typography, illustrations, and binding, and at a price 
so low as to place it within the reach of even the poorest among them. 


Art. XXXI.— A Practical Treatise on the Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment 
of Spermatorrhoea. By M. Lallemand. Translated and edited by Henry J. 
McDougall. Third American edition. 

To which is added: On Diseases of the Vesiculce Seminales and their Associated 
Organs ; with special reference to the Morbid Secretions of the Prostatic and 
Urethral Mucous Membrane. By Marris Wilson, M. D. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea, 1858. 8vo. pp. 380. 

The treatise of Professor Lallemand is well known in this country. A trans¬ 
lation, made by William Hood, M. D., of Portland, Me., was published in this 
city as long ago as the year 1839, and, as the title page of the volume before us 
states, this is the third American edition of the translation made in England by 
Mr. McDougall. 

Notwithstanding the very favourable reception this treatise has met with from 
the profession generally, and the laudations which have been bestowed on it by 
the medical journals, it has, we believe, been productive of much harm, having 
taught a most injurious mode of practice—the cauterization of the urethra—■ 
and led many to resort to advertising charlatans for relief. 

The work of Marris Wilson, which has been appended to this edition of the 
treatise of Lallemand, seems to us to be a fit companion, teaching what we re¬ 
gard as equally objectionable modes of treatment. We may instance the follow¬ 
ing, which we give in the author’s own words:— 

“I am in the habit of applying a strong solution of the nitrate [of silver] to 
any single part of the canal, by using a curved glass syringe—a catheter, in fact 
—with an opening on the back of the curve near its extremity, the instrument 
having a small globe of India rubber attached to its external end. The opening 
is made to pass over every part to which it is required to apply the caustic solu¬ 
tion, and a slight pressure kept upon the India rubber globe always brings a 
fresh quantity of the solution to the opening” (p. 372). 

It is entirely unnecessary for us to make any reflections on such a mode of 
treatment as the one thus recommended, 

A remarkable case is recorded in this publication of Dr, Wilson, in which, for 



